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CONGRATULATIONS! 

One of our committee members, tree expert 

Neil Hunter, has recently been named REACT21 

(Rushcliffe Environmental Action for the 21st 

Century) Environmentalist of the Year. 

He won the award mainly for his work over 

many years with Bunny Wood Conservation 

Group, but Meadow Park has also benifited from 

his expertise on numerous occasions – 

remember the guy in the hard hat when we 

pollarded the big willows beside the Kingston 

Brook?  In FMP’s early days he donated his own 

collection of semi-mature trees which now 

flourish in Bateman Field and in Stonebridge 

Field beside the main road.   

Saturday 25 June –  

meet 10am at the Sculpture 
(Manor Farm Meadow entrance). 

Ann Weekley will lead a walk 
through the park, to look at the 
great variety of flowers we can 

enjoy there. 

** PLEASE COME ALONG ** 

Wildflower project 2004-5 

As a result of their former agricultural use, the Mead-
ows are dominated by vigorous Perennial Ryegrass, 
with few wildflowers.  With constant mowing the vig-
our of the grasses should diminish, and more wildflow-
ers gradually appear.    We are trying to speed up this 
process by introducing some species appropriate to 
damp haymeadows, using seed of local provenance.  

SEEDING. In the spring of 2004 we removed the turf 
from 22 patches of 1m square, and sowed a seed mix-
ture in each.  15 of these squares are still recognisable 
in June 2005, and Ox-eye Daisy and Red Campion 
have flowered well. Also flowering are Meadow Butter-
cup, Yarrow, Sorrel, Knapweed, Ribwort Plantain, Wild 
Carrot and Birdsfoot Trefoil.  The hope is that these 
will now set seed.  

PLUGS. In September 2004 we distributed 22 packets 
of seed to volunteers at a cost of £30 (purchased using 
two very generous donations). 

The seeds distributed were: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Some of these proved difficult to germinate, and some 
growth rates over the winter were slow, also there 
were some shortcomings in record-keeping.    The 
plugs, together with 200 Cowslips donated by a local 
nurseryman were planted in May 2005, in Little Mead-
ow.  We planted a minimum of 665 plugs – which if 
purchased commercially would have cost £450!  So, 
thank you all. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

It is too early to assess the success of this experiment.  
After planting there was evidence of rabbit activity, 
and the grass in the planted area of is already very 
long, making it difficult to find many of the plants.  We 
live in hope!   

John & friends in Little Meadow 

Red & white campion Birdsfoot Trefoil 

Field  Scabious       Meadow Pea 

Greater Knapweed Self Heal 

Lesser Knapweed Field Buttercup 

Ox-eye Daisy Salad Burnet 

Yarrow Meadowsweet 

Ribwort Plantain Meadow Cranesbill 

Hay Rattle Greater Stitchwort 



Tree Walk with Dennis Fox 

Dennis with Isobel and Debbie smiling in the sunshine  

– that was before it chucked it down 

SPECIES SEEN 

Trees & shrubs planted by Rushcliffe  

Borough Council in late 1990s 

Ash  Holly  

Blackthorn Oak  

Dog rose Wild cherry 

Field maple Crab apple 

Guelder rose Lime  

Hawthorn Hazel  

Trees & shrubs in existing hedgerows or 
by the brook or self-seeded elsewhere 

Bramble  Elm 

Elder  Alder  

Goat willow (sallow) Horse chestnut 

Silver birch Wayfaring tree 

White willow Scots pine 

T his was our second guided walk of the season, and 
sadly was very under-subscribed.  The small select 

band who made it had a fascinating morning, and were 
able to identify all the species on the Meadow Park list. 

It was the optimum time of year to find the trees in 
flower, with a great variety of habit, ranging from 
those with small and unobtrusive blossoms depending 
largely on the wind for pollination to the showy roses 
with their pink or white petals opening wide to attract 
insects.   

Hawthorn, called “May” for a good reason 

Our “Major Oak”, before a late frost nipped it The Wayfaring Tree, one of the viburnums 

Last year’s alder seed-cases and this year’s catkins 

EAST LEAKE CARNIVAL   

Saturday 25 June – 4.30-8.30pm on the Green 

Come and visit the FMP stall – there’s money to be won!! 



TREAT FOR BIRD WATCHERS 

The first of our 2005 series of “interest walks” was led 
by Max Watson, and the small group of enthusiasts 
who came along had some excellent sightings.  As well 
as the inevitable blackbirds, great-tits, robins and blue-
tits, a kestrel was seen reconnoitring over Gibson’s 
Field towards the railway line, and alongside Kingston 
Brook a couple of kingfishers gave a total of four 
separate sightings, one at a distance of only a few 
feet.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

With a mallard cruising the stream near Kingfisher 
Bridge, and a “probable” chiff chaff as well, the 
morning’s tally was definitely a success. 

Kingfisher 

RECENT ACTIVITY DAY  

SUCCESSES 

• Several new benches have been installed, both 

Kevin’s made-up “specials” and a simpler log type. 

• A number of semi-mature trees (bird cherry, lime, 

rowan) were planted in Lagoon Field. 

• A hazel coppice has been set in the north-west 

corner of Hall Field, and is growing nicely.  It will be 

of great interest to the birds, especially the tits, when 

it matures and produces nuts. 

• A reminder of East Leake’s former basket-making 

industry, a willow bed has been planted in Gibson’s 

Field.  There are thoughts of creating a willow 

sculpture some time in the future – an imaginative 

challenge for the younger generation?  

• The “bug tenements” left after our autumn pollarding/

coppicing session have merged quite unobtrusively 

into the landscape, and are no doubt contributing to 

the well-being of our bird population. 

Thanks to the generosity of East Leake Town Lands Trust, FMP were 
able to purchase a sturdy picnic bench/table which is now installed at 
the edge of the Play Field, and which we are pleased to report is already 
getting used.  The pundits are promising us a long, hot summer, so we 
hope there will be some family parties. 

The down side is the poor state of the Play Field itself.  According to the 
Borough Council’s agreed mowing schedule, it should be cut nine times 
in a season, but the first was not done till nearly the end of May by 
which time the grass was very long and the arisings were left in mini-
haystacks, and it was left incomplete because the tractor windscreen 
broke part way through.  Representations have been made, and we can 
only hope things will improve.   

And finally... ARE YOU SITTING COMFORTABLY? 

 

Sorry we had to cancel the June session – there were just too many people away! 

As several people said Sundays were difficult for them, we have decided to try SATURDAYS when we 
start again in the Autumn.  Please make a note of these dates (all 10am till noon): 

     10th SEPTEMBER 

       8th OCTOBER 

     12th NOVEMBER 

     10th DECEMBER 

We’ll let you know nearer the time what our targets for the day are going to be, and what tools we’d 
like you to bring with you.  

PLEASE TRY TO SUPPORT US IN LOOKING AFTER THE PARK 


