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A round-up of what’s
been going on in the
park since Christmas

January & February
Work continued from last autumn on the two Stonebridge copses, removing blackthorn
re-growth and generally tidying up the area. On 31* January we had the use of the

_ mechanised strimmer to cut back the scrub and some sections
of hedgerow. Volunteers removed resulting branches/brash.
% °  The weather for the scheduled work party in February looked
"-':: pretty grim so we moved the day to the first Saturday (3" Feb-
ruary) and we had a lovely day with warmish sunshine as work
on the copses continued. The dead hedge was extended to
| create a barrier for dogs and allow small mammals to be better
i protected. The opening up of the area allowed more light to get
in and ground cover plants to establish. We bought a ‘tree popper’ to remove unwanted
saplings and it made our work much easier. In late February Forest School pupils from Lantern
Lane planted ten primroses, ten honeysuckle, two foxgloves and some dog violets in
Stonebridge copses and presented us with a ‘thank you’ card as a mark of appreciation.
March
The work party on 9™ March was very busy with one group creating a bee world near the
Bateman Road entrance — turf removal, digging and sowing seed; another group working in
Stonebridge copses opening up the area for ground cover growth, planting primroses and
honeysuckle; and a third group working on the entrance to Playfield to Little Meadow,
opening up the access for equipment to mow Playfield.

April

In April thirteen saplings, comprising a mixture of alder, rowan, holly
and fruit trees were planted in Stonebridge Field. In time these will
grow to medium sized trees and attract more birds and butterflies to
the park. The trees will also grow to give form to the field edge and
more effective shielding from Gotham Road. The shrubbery was
tidied up and some light pruning around the park was done.

May

We had a very busy morning on Saturday 11th May. The tasks included fence repairs adjacent
to the Bateman Road gate and the fitting of post and iron work for restraining the gate. A
donated bat box was fitted to a suitable tree near the gate and some remedial work was
carried out in the Arboretum. The willow tunnel was pruned and additional lengths of willow
woven in to strengthen the structure. A separate group of five worked on the shrubbery,
particularly focused of digging up the invasive ground elder. Altogether it proved to be a
successful morning. Later in May ad hoc work parties replaced the gravel under various seats,
started renovating the metal benches, checked the trees in the Arboretum and continued work

on fences and hedges.
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Lastly, and very sadly, we have to report two more trees have been
stripped of their bark. This is in the area of the log circle used by Forest
School children from Lantern Lane and Brookside. The young teenagers
(boys) who did the damage were stopped by Mel, but came back later
to continue when no one was around. Sadly the trees will die.

June

On Saturday 8th June we had a busy work day focusing on a general
tidy up. Volunteers walked along the paths and cut back excess growth
of hawthorn, blackthorn and bramble. The new trees along
Stonebridge were checked. The work on the shrubbery continued. We
had a stall at the village carnival on 22nd June and recruited twelve new members/families.
Some wooden picnic tables were painted.

July

July was a very busy month for Friends of Meadow Park. Work continued on the shrubbery
and all paths were made clear of brambles and blackthorn. The Bateman Road path and the
Hall Field circuit were particularly time consuming. Some of the trees in the Arboretum had
growth around their base and this needed cutting to ensure the trees stay sturdy. The tree
poppers recently acquired came into good use, removing suckers growing around the poplar
trees and in the copses. The willow tunnel near the Bateman Road entrance was pruned and
shaped and the bee worlds were opened up by cutting the long grass.

Hours worked to date on scheduled work mornings: 273
Unscheduled hours worked to date: 224.5. Work done on an ad hoc basis included wild
flower surveys, liaising with Forest School, watering new trees in Stonebridge, cutting down
Himalayan balsam, path repairs, sanding down and repainting two picnic
benches, ragwort cleared prior to the hay cut and work on the sculpture
border.

Total hours worked 497.5

Wild Flowers: Gwen Mountain

94 species of flowers have been recorded in the park since December last
year. Cowslips and cranesbill are now well established, not only in the area
where they were first planted but also in Little Meadow. In Spring a green-
winged orchid was recorded for the first time. This is a short plant (7-15
cms) and normally grows in unimproved grassland, flowering May to Green winged orchid
June. Sadly very few of the wild flowers sown a couple of years ago have

appeared this year but in Bateman Field there is a good display of cornflowers and

corncockles. Since records were kept 158 different species have been recorded in the park.

Arboretum: Andy Denker

In 2010/11 we planted 33 trees in the arboretum, some of which thrived and others needed
moving or replacing, not liking their site. Through floods, droughts and heat we have lost sev-
en trees and we have replaced these aiming to adjust the planting pattern to accommodate
each species (for example the alder likes to be near running water). The trees all seem to be
doing well at this point in time but a more detailed survey will take place later in August.

Page 2



Birds

All the bird boxes were cleaned out and checked before nesting season began. New bird boxes,
donated by a member, along with bat boxes have been placed strategically with no bird boxes
left empty. Year on year on year there has been an increase in the bird population in the park.

Butterflies: Brian Johnson & Kevin Gibbons

April and May: a poor start to the butterfly season, April and May
being very wet with only a few sunny spells. This put nature back by
approximately two weeks. Most of the expected species were out
but disappointingly the common blue, brown argus and small copper |
did not appear at the usual time. .
May to July: Some species have been
badly hit by the weather conditions. The
only butterflies to have done fairly well
(with reduced numbers) are meadow browns and small skippers.
Numbers of common blue, small tortoiseshell, red admiral and
peacocks are extremely low. A warmer August would help

= enormously with some flying over from the continent if we get warm
southerly winds.
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We are now a Local Wild Life Site
In May this year Meadow Park was designated a ‘Local Wildlife Site’. Local Wildlife sites are
recognised in the National Policy Planning Framework (NPPF), which gives them some
protection from being developed. A local ecologist organised the work needed to establish the
criteria. The citation states Meadow Park is an ‘amenity park with areas of relict grassland’.
Basically it is a remnant lowland meadow, a priority
habitat under the UK's Biodiversity Action Plan
(BAP).

Since our very beginnings in 2002 we have
managed the grassland to support wildlife; more
varied grassland with a range of shorter and longer
grass across the six fields, reducing the total area of
closely mown grass, and making some more
meadow-like areas with longer grass. A range of
short and longer grass is better for wildlife, and
wildflowers can be encouraged to grow and seed in
the grass by mowing later in the year. Removing longer grass cuttings stops plants being
smothered and soils becoming too nutrient-rich. It removes nutrients, lowers soil fertility, and
prevents a ‘thatch’ of dead grass developing.

Forest School

Brookside Primary School now come to Meadow Park for their Forest School activities. Lantern
Lane meet on Monday afternoons and Brookside on Tuesdays. We are delighted that so many
children use park. Our volunteers collect materials for them to use in den building, willow

weaving etc. and are on hand to help/explain when required.
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Maintenance of pathways in the park
Friends of Meadow Park applied to British Gyp-
sum’s Community Projects for a donation of
£2,000 to assist in the upkeep of the park, con-
tributing to the improvement of vital paths that
had suffered significant damage in the aftermath
of the 2019 floods and the greater footfall during
Covid. East Leake Parish Council contributed
most of the money for the project (£8,000). The
repair project, costing around £10,000 in total,
involved scraping the existing surface, increasing the width to 1.2 metres and adding Type 2
limestone gravel to enhance the height. The paths were then top dressed to create a durable
surface. Sadly there had been further flooding since this work and some damage has been
done. We are considering how best to deal with the problem of flooding in the future.

Severn Trent pipeline through Meadow Park

Severn Trent Water Authority is in the process of upgrading waste
water provision for East Leake, Willoughby-on-the-Wolds and
Wysall. On 16" February, Alan Barlow attended a meeting with
representatives from STWB, a rep from Fisher German (the land
agents overseeing the work), Chris Garbett ELPC, EL Parish Clerk,
and EL groundsman to find out about the proposed work and its impact on Meadow Park. The
pumps at Gotham Road pumping station will be replaced to increase the flow handling capaci-
ty. In autumn this year work will start on laying a new pipe from the Gotham Road pumping
station to the water treatment facility on West Leake Road, which is currently being enlarged
and upgraded. The new pipe will be placed parallel to the existing pipe which will remain in
situ and used as a ‘back up’ pipe for removal of waste water, being flushed through on a regu-
lar basis to keep it operational. The new pipe will be made of a plastic material (the old one is
of metal) and will be able to withstand greater pressure and therefore able to pump at double
the rate of the existing pipe. The diameter of the new pipe will be 355mm (the diameter of the
existing pipe is 255mm). The pipe will be 4m below ground and at least 1.4m below the water
course of Sheepwash Brook. Land drains should not be affected at this
, depth. The work site/conduit will be 15-20m wide and enclosed with

. Heras fencing. Top soil/spoil will be taken off site. More recently three
i bore holes have been dug in the park, one by the railway tunnel, one

i near Stone Bridge and one in the playing field area. Each bore hole
will remain in place for about twelve weeks and be fenced off.

Activity Days remaining in 2024:
Saturday mornings 10 a.m. till noon (or earlier). Meet at the depot

(behind the Parish Office) at 9.45 a.m.
Aug 10™  Sept14™ Oct12™ Nov9" Dec14™
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