
 
                        MINUTES OF THE FRIENDS OF MEADOW PARK COMMITTEE MEETING 

         24th July 2024 
 
 

1) APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE: Brenda, Conrad, Andrew, Ian, Carol, Paul.                 
Present: Andy, Kev, Neil, Alan, Mary, Mel, Diana, Trevor. 
 
 

2) MINUTES OF THE FMPC MEETING OF MAY 2024 WERE RATIFIED 
 
 
3) MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES PLUS DEVELOPMENTS 
 
 
i) Updates on Arboretum and Forest School (Andy) 
ARBORETUM: 
 - All trees are doing well despite the changeable weather patterns. The small amount of remedial work 
mentioned in the previous report will now be carried out on the August work party.  
 - We discussed how we could protect the Elms in the arboretum, which are still dying of Dutch Elm Disease. 
Neil suggested that we should cut the tops off when they show signs of disease. We also discussed what 
else we could do, but agreed that there is very little we can do. Apparently DNA testing is showing that the 
disease has become more virulent. There are some disease resistant elms available, but they are very 
expensive. 
 
NEXT STEPS – We will look at the elms at the next work party, and cut back where needed. 
 
FOREST SCHOOL: 
 - Both Lantern Lane Primary and Brookside Primary are continuing to enjoy themselves in the Forest School 
area with occasional visits to other parts of the Park. Both groups are continuing to  liaise with each other re 
activity days. 
 - FOMP are also liaising with both groups re any safety concerns/materials required. 
- There are some issues with bad behaviour in that area including noise, and bird boxes being destroyed, 
but we agreed to not publicize it, and that we will quietly deal with any issues which arise. 
- Diane and Mary continue to go down every other week to check that everything is ok, and get some lovely 
thanks from the teachers and pupils. 
 - We discussed whether we should help to make the children in the Forest Schools more nature aware. 
NEXT STEPS – Mary and Diana to consider how we might do this. 
 
 
ii) Severn Trent latest (Alan) 
- Kev informed the committee that he had raised the Severn Trent work with our new MP (James Naish). 
Kev read out some extracts from his e-mails, emphasising that our concern was that the planned work 
would not be sufficient to address the capacity issues now and in the future. James has contacted Severn 
Trent to ask for meetings and details of their plans. 
- Alan has also shared his previous correspondences with Ruth to James, and emphasised how difficult it is 
to get replies. 
- We discussed the current discharge levels into Kingston Brook (80 spills totalling 937 hours)and wondered 
what the level of spills were in previous years. 
- We discussed how we might get more information from Severn Trent, as work is progressing, and at the 
moment they are continuing to expand the main Sewage Farm on West Leake Road. We also discussed how 
the DMRC waste comes into the pumping station, and Kev explained that this comes in via a pipe which 
runs down Castle Hill. 
 
 NEXT STEPS – Investigate if we can find information for sewage spills in previous years? 
 



 
Update: - Paul forwarded us an e-mail from Severn Trent on the 26th of August stating “For information, 
STW will be accessing meadow park to carry out work under the railway bridge as part of their work on the 
replacement sewer main, as attached”. It would appear that a survey trench is being dug from Bateman 
Road to the tunnel / bridge under the railway. 
NEXT STEPS –  Kev, Andy and Alan to chat to the workers as this commences to understand what is 
happening and to ensure the trench follows the path line (if possible), and disturbance to the main 
meadow areas are minimised. 
 
 
 
iii) Carnival review 
- The carnival went very well, with myself, Brenda, Mary, Diana and Steve all helping out. We took 12 new 
memberships totalling £51 plus donations of £33.60, making a total of £84.60.  We also handed out a good 
number of membership forms which may come to fruition. We also talked to a lot of people about the park 
and what we do. All in all a worthwhile day. 
 
 
iv) Local Wildlife Site status 
- We discussed how well deserved and important this was, and that Local Wildlife Sites are recognised in 
the National Planning Wildlife Policy Framework (NPPF) which gives them some protection from being 
developed. Kev also discussed the process by which this was achieved and the grassland criteria species 
involved in this (all previously sent out via e-mail). Trevor had previously asked about the exact citation 
which was stated as“Amenity park with areas of relict grassland”. 
- Neil mentioned that he still wasn’t happy with some of the paths cut by the ELPC mower. Kev stated that 
he thought that good progress had been made and paths were narrower and more sensitively cut. However 
Neil is most concerned with an area which includes some of our rarer plants. 
 
NEXT STEPS – Kev, Neil, Andy and Alan to take a walk around in September to review the cut paths 
(Ideally in the same week as we review the areas for the Green Climber to mow). 
 
 
v) Green Climber update (Kev) 
 - The Green Climber is booked in for this year for September 13th. 
NEXT STEPS -  Week commencing 9th of September Kev, Neil, Andy and Alan to review which areas to be 
cut. 
 
 
vi) Bird records for the park 
 - Unfortunately we no longer have Eric’s expertise for bird recording. Kev explained that it need not be an 
onerous task as  we only need general information on birds sighted. We discussed if anyone on the 
committee could do it, or whether we should put it out to the general membership. However, Diana 
mentioned that her husband Steve has some ornithological expertise and said she would ask him. 
NEXT STEPS – Diana to ask Steve if he would take this job on. 
Update:- Steve has kindly accepted...thanks Steve! 
 
vii) Mill Stone maintenance 
 - Following on from our last meeting where we discussed cleaning up and repairing the millstone sculpture, 
Kev approached ELPC on the matter and Sue confirmed that she was happy for the FOMP to clean the 
sculpture, particularly due to the fact that Adey who normally looks after it is on long term sick. 
 
NEXT STEPS – Kev to ask Sue if they use any special cleaner to clean it with currently. 
                       - Alan said he would speak to a local builder that he knows to get a second opinion on how 
to repair the more structural elements such as the tiles. 
                       - We will review what needs to be done (could we use a resin?) and then do this via an ad-
hoc work party (Andy and Kev). 



 
 
 
Any Other Business 
 
Bird boxes that have been destroyed (Andy) 
NEXT STEPS – Andy and Les to review this and order some new boxes. 
 
 
Paths (Andy) 
 - Andy stated that it had been recently decided that a new contractor will do the diagonal path through 
Bateman Field and the path adjacent to the brook. Also the path through Little Meadow may be done later 
this year, but this will all depend on the planned work in the park by Severn Trent. 
 
 
Kingston Brook erosion (Conrad) 
 - Conrad and Andy have pointed out a significant amount of erosion of the Kingston brook bank adjacent to 
Kestrel bridge. This on the south side and is starting to erode next to the seat next to the bridge.  This may 
need to be repaired by some rock gabion baskets or similar. 
NEXT STEPS – Kev to take a photo and speak to Paul Phillips about who is responsible for fixing this. 
 
 
Hay cut update 
 - Kev updated the committee that the hay cut was imminent. 
Update:- The hay cut commenced on Thursday 1st of August and completed on Monday 5th of August.  
 
 
Dogs on leads 
- We discussed the potential signage to be introduced into Meadow Park signifying areas where dogs should 
be kept on leads. We felt signage is a reasonable idea but is likely to be ineffective unless it is somehow 
actively policed or enforced. ELPC has decided to put a sign between Meadow Park and the Recreation 
Ground initially. We also discussed dog poo in the park and felt it was just a small minority who allow this, 
we considered if it may be worth informing the general public who’s dogs do this, but once again it would 
be difficult to monitor. 
 
 
Leaflets 
- Diana and Mary informed us that they had given out 375 out of 500 of the new leaflets to Schools, the 
Library, Leisure Centre and Mel’s shop. We all agreed that the new wildflower leaflet looked great and was 
also educational. 
 - We also discussed doing a leaflet called “ The history of Meadow Park”, in particular the last 25 years or 
so since FOMP have been heavily involved. 
NEXT STEPS – Kev to speak to Brenda about the idea. 
 
 
Invasive species 
- Andy and Conrad have pulled all of the visible ragwort out of the mowing areas as well as knocking back 
the himalayan balsam in the park stretch. Unfortunately the areas upstream and downstream of the park 
are still full of the himalayan balsam. 
 
 
British Gypsum volunteers 
We have a group of volunteers coming on Monday to help with work down the park. 
Update:- This activity went very well and Andy and Kev helped the team to cut back overgrowth that 
was invading various paths. 



 
4) TREASURER’S REPORT (Andy) 
ACCOUNTS: 
We are still in a very healthy state with balance in the Bank as at Jul 21st: 
£1982.58 – Total Balance 
£1541.43 – General Funds 
£441.15 – Arboretum 
Bank charges to date: £60.97 
We have an addition of membership renewals/new members/donations of £1343 
Debits cleared: Cost of hedge flail - £216 
Purchase of paint / brushes for the picnic benches - £41 
Outstanding debits:  
Purchase of spare parts for donated pole chain saw: £57.95 
Purchase of spare parts for EGO Brush Cutter and Line Strimmer 
£64.97 
AED 21/7/24 
 
Andy asked if anyone had anything they wanted to purchase with regards to park improvements. Kev sated 
that he would like to purchase some cornfield annual seeds for a new bee world next year. Mel mentioned 
that the wildflowers we had sown this year along a small area of Nixon walk looked nice. 
 
Kev also said that he would like to extend the butterfly bank and hence we could purchase another large 
bag of limestone gravel.  
 
 
5) ACTIVITIES UPDATE (Andy) 
A major thank you again to all our regular Volunteers. 
 
Scheduled: 
 - May: Work was carried out on the Sculpture border, the damaged fence adjacent to Bateman Rd gate was 
repaired along with the fitting of gate furniture to hold back the gate. The willow structure was given a light 
prune and gravel was added to 3 seats plus the usual litter pick. 
 - June: Work on the Sculpture border, a cut back of growth along parts of the path network, check on new 
trees in Stonebridge, removal of dens and clear rubbish. 
- July: Work on Sculpture border, cut back of growth along Arboretum path and adjacent ditch, removal of 
Poplar suckers, cut back of growth along Bateman Rd path and remove Dogwood growth adjacent to 
Bateman rd gate. Work on weaving part of willow sculpture. Remove dead branches along Sculpture alley. 
Opening up bee worlds from long grass. Litter pick. 
Hours worked to date: 273 
 
Unscheduled  
Unscheduled activity [May – July] has covered the following: Wild flower surveys,  liaise with Forest Schools, 
water new trees in Stonebridge, cut down Himalayan balsam in Stonebridge, walk around with contractors 
on this years path repairs, sand down and repaint 2 off picnic benches, clear ragwort from fields prior to hay 
cut , Work on sculpture border. 
 Hours worked to date: 224.5 
 
Total Hours to date:497.5 
 
Activities Planned: 
Work Party – August 10th: 
This will consist of: Remedial work in the Arboretum, Light prune and weaving / strengthening of willow 
structure. Cut back of overhanging growth on part of Hall Field path. 
 
 



Next Meeting Date  - Weds 25thth of Sept 2024, 7.30pm. 


