FRIENDS OF MEADOW PARK COMMITTEE MEETING

WEDNESDAY JAN 14™ 2026 PARISH OFFICE 7.30 P.M.

AGENDA
1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

2. RATIFICATION OF SEPT 2025 MINUTES

3. MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES PLUS DEVELOPMENTS

e Updates on Arboretum and Forest School. Andy
e FOMP information on the village website. Mary
e Severn Trent pipeline latest. Kev
e Arboretum map. Andrew
e Owl boxes. Kev
e Butterfly bank. Kev
e Wildflower seeds and planting. Kev
e Bark chipping paths. Alan
e Cemex donation of 20 tonnes of aggregate. Kev / Andy
e Any Other Business. All
4. TREASURERS REPORT Andy

5. ACTIVITIES UPDATE
e Work Party updates. Andy
e Next Activities planned.... Andy / All

Minutes from the meeting are on the next page



MINUTES OF THE FRIENDS OF MEADOW PARK COMMITTEE MEETING
14th January 2026

1) APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE: Diana, Paul.
Present: Andy, Kev, Mel, Alan, Andrew, Mary, Brenda, Kevin, lan, Neil, Conrad, Carol.

2) MINUTES OF THE FMPC MEETING OF SEPT 2025 WERE RATIFIED

3) MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES PLUS DEVELOPMENTS

i) Updates on Arboretum and Forest School (Andy)

ARBORETUM / STONEBRIDGE:

Fortunately over the last two and a half months the weather has been somewhat kinder and more settled
than previously. We now await spring coming along and hope for signs of growth throughout the
Arboretum and Stonebridge Border. In the Stonebridge case we may finally replace the dead Fiesta apple
with the cherry.

FOREST SCHOOL:

Both Lantern Lane and Brookside will be starting their New Year trips to the Forest School and as usual we
will be liaising and assisting as necessary.

Further discussions will be had with another interested party who wishes to start after Easter.

With regards to the new Forest School, this is a commercial enterprise and will consist of the teacher and
about 12 children with adults. Currently it will now only be for probably 2 days, and it would work better
therefore in the existing Forest School area as long as it is not on Monday or Tuesday. It was asked whether
we could get some sort of donation for the FOMP funds for this?

We discussed the lighting of fires and agreed that under no circumstances should the Forest Schools do this
down the park.

ii) FOMP information on the village website (Mary)

- Mary showed us the recent changes for the Meadow Park section of the website. The following things
were discussed:

- The first section now mentions the “Forest Schools”, and that Meadow Park is now a Local Wildlife Site.
- The first heading (contact us), contains a form, which when submitted now goes through to Mary to pick
up / respond.

- The second heading allows you to view to our Facebook page even if you don’t have a login.

- With regards to the third heading (meetings), Brenda asked if the first page of the minutes start with the
agenda, so that people could find what they are looking for in the minutes more easily. Kev stated that he
did this for the AGM, and will include this at the front of the minutes going forwards.

- It was asked if the “meetings” heading could be “committee meetings” going forwards.

- It was suggested that icons ahead of the heading words (such as a f for Facebook) are not required.

- Mary mentioned that the newsletters are now in 5 year blocks.

- There is a new mobile friendly option for the nature leaflets.

- We discussed the “support” heading, and it was suggested it may be better as “support/join”, or even “
join for only £3 a year. Under the hyper link that is currently labelled 'Support Meadow Park' the image
currently shows the back page of the main MP leaflet. It was felt there should be a more eye catching image
here with a hyper link that takes the user directly to the joining form to download.




- Mary stated that she has a lot of photos, that could be used or swapped around in the gallery and other
areas.

- We talked about the 3 blocks of info, and the committee decided to order these as follows:
1 Support Meadow Park/About the Park/Map

2 Butterfly/Bird/Wildflowers

3 Contact Us/Facebook/Meetings & Newsletters

- lan mentioned that we had 15,000 people visit our Facebook page over Christmas.

- We thought that at some stage we would like to see some statistics with regards to how the pages,
headings,and links etc were working.

- We discussed the g-mail link on the Facebook page and decided to change the email on the Facebook page
to friendsofmeadowpark@east-leake.co.uk to match our email used for the contact form and on the
meetings page.

NEXT STEPS - Mary to do the changes for a final review.

iii) Severn Trent pipeline latest (Kev)
- Kev went through the response from Severn Trent from Lydia Coles on the 19t" Of December 2025, which
we felt broadly addresses our concerns, however a few issues were raised:

1) Will the track mats cover all of the areas being worked on?
NEXT STEPS - Kev to clarify in further meetings with ST.

2) lan raised potential issues with the suggested siting of the pond (discussed at the previous meeting),
which we thought could be put on the north west corner of Gibson’s field. As there may be hydrology,
flooding issues we will re-look at this.

NEXT STEPS - Kev to discuss with Sophie Teague and Rammsanderson other potential options.

3) We discussed biodiversity net gain, and as we don’t really understand how we monitor what ST will
deliver with regards to this, it requires more clarification. lan would like to understand the red line
boundary for the work.

NEXT STEPS - Kev to speak to Paul Phillips, as we see him the expert in this area, and must have
knowledge from other similar projects in Rushcliffe with regards to the process and how it can be
measured, we really need Paul’s help with this.

4) Some concern was expressed with regards how ST will backfill the trenches correctly, as the trial trench
done by the third party near to the railway tunnel has not been done correctly and is uneven and has sunk
badly in one place, now creating a hole.

NEXT STEPS - Kev to speak to Sophie Teague with regards to this

iv) Arboretum map (Andy)

Kev apologised to Andrew for putting his name on the agenda for this, as Andrew has already finished the
Meadow Park Map. Kev really meant to put Andy (Denker). Andy did discuss the arboretum map, and has
done a lot of work bringing this up to date, and this can be reprinted as a leaflet in the near future.

v) Owl boxes (Kev)
- Kev mentioned that the first Barn Owl box is up. We may be given another one, but it is missing its base at
the moment. It’s not worth putting another one up yet anyway due to the upcoming ST work in the park.

vi) Butterfly Bank (Kev)
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- Kev mentioned that he has put some cut off some dog rose and hawthorn branches to put over the bank
area to protect it, as it had been started to be ridden over by motorbikes. There had also been an area of
grass dug up nearby and a small ramp made. This has been dismantled and largely repaired.

vii) Wildflower seeds and planting (Kev)

- Kev mentioned that he has applied to the “Rushcliffe Community Wildflower Scheme” for a free 500g bag
of native wildflower seeds. We will also purchase some wildflower seeds from Naturescape. The plan is to
do another small bee world and seed part of the recently cleared scrub area in Bateman Field.

viii) Bark chipping paths (Alan)

- Alan updated everyone with regards to the recent bark chipping deliveries from “Martin Tree Care”, and
the work done spreading this along the path that runs adjacent to Bateman road near to the Forest School,
He mentioned that Martin may have some more for us over the next few weeks and we can use this to
complete the path and put some down to the Forest School area. Andy mentioned that Tom Petit’s team
will soon be doing some cutting back of trees in the park (for Ash die back etc). Alan also asked Andy if we
could have any chippings that are made when Tom Petit’s team cut back the trees in the park.

NEXT STEPS - Andy to speak to Tom Petit with regards to this.

ix) Cemex donation of 20 tonnes of aggregate (Kev / Andy)
- Cemex are ok holding onto the aggregate for at least a few months until we can arrange to have some
form of transport that will enable us to move it across the park from Nixon Walk to Hall Field.
- We initially discussed the possibility of using the Parish Council groundsmen’s equipment for this, but it
was stated that these vehicles may not be large enough and difficult to load. Alan suggested that we ideally
needed a loader, with a front bucket and trailer (or similar). It was also mentioned that there was a person
in East Leake who has a JCB, who might be able to help? (note - Kev now has his name and will contact him
if needed).
NEXT STEPS - Andy to see what the Parish Council have, and what might work.

- Kev to speak to Helen Burton to see if she has any farm tractor etc that might be able to do

this work.

X) Any Other Business

- Andrew mentioned the QR codes for the arboretum trees, as a lot of these have faded or disappeared.
NEXT STEPS - Andrew to look at creating some more permanent QR code labels for the trees. Andy
mentioned that he could utilise the money ring fenced for the arboretum in the accounts.

- Mel reminded us that she has finance ring-fenced for this year to repair or replace some of the limestone
paths. We felt that the paths around Playfield were particularly bad.
NEXT STEPS - Andy to discuss progressing this with the Parish Council.

4) TREASURER’S REPORT (Andy)

ACCOUNTS:

We are still in a very healthy state with balance in the Bank as at November 1st being:

£1558.33 — Total Balance

£1142.18- General Funds

£416.15 — Arboretum

Bank charges to date: £0.00

The outstanding Debit from the AGM accounts for the purchase of 800kg of limestone chippings has been
paid — £160.26 with £133 being donated by David Wilson Homes

Outstanding Debit for this financial year is the invoice from Brian Burton Farms for the hedge flail — this was
£320 + 20% vat = £384




This has now been paid

We have an addition of membership renewals/new members/donations of £333
The present balance as at 12/1/26 is:

£1507.33- Total Balance

£1091.18 — General Funds

£416.15 - Arboretum

AED 12/1/26

5) ACTIVITIES UPDATE (Andy)

WORK PARTY
A major thank you again to all our regular Volunteers, along with our friends from BG, who after talking to
my contact at BG will be starting again in February.

Scheduled:

The work in November and December was concentrated on the cut back of blackthorn and the creation of
dead hedge along the ditch in Bateman Field. This is going to be ongoing throughout January and February.
Further hedge laying in the Arboretum copse was also carried out along with BG volunteers.

In January, the work party on the 10" was cancelled due to the cold weather and will now take place on the
17th,

Hours worked to date: 70.75

Unscheduled activity:

Wild flower survey, work on the Bateman Field border, guard duty for the hedge flail, liaise with LL, planting
wild flowers and honeysuckle BF, barn owl box fitting, spread wood chippings along Bateman rd path Forest
School area

Hours worked to date: 90.5

Total Hours to date: 161.25

Extra Work Party days — January:

Further work on the Bateman Field border will be carried on Jan 14" and other days will be fixed in future
weeks.

Next Meeting Date - Weds March 4" 2026, 7.30pm.



